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EU invitation: Zanu-Pf must show similar good-

will  

The state owned The Herald newspaper 

carried a front page story entitled EU 

invites Zimbabwe for  dialogue to  re-

sume re-engagement talks to explore 

ways of normalizing relations. This fol-

lows the lifting of restrictive measures 

against 51 individuals and 20 compa-

nies aligned to ZANU PF with the EU 

noting that there has been some pro-

gress with regards to the implementa-

tion of the Global Political Agreement 

(GPA) especially on the economic front 

since the formation of the inclusive gov-

ernment in 2009. 

 

The latest move by the European Union 

(EU) to extend a hand of friendship to 

Zanu (PF) is welcome. However, since 

the lifting of the restrictive measures 

more than a month ago, the political 

situation in Zimbabwe is still polluted 

with arrests, harassment and intimida-

tion of pro- democracy advocates and 

journalists. ZANU PF should show good 

faith by lifting the restrictive measures 

it imposed on the people of Zimbabwe 

over the past three decades by respect-

ing,  promoting and protecting funda-

mental freedoms including the freedoms 

of  association,  expression and move-

ments. The political party should fully 

implement the GPA which makes provi-

sions for  fundamental reforms in the 

media, security sector and legislation 

among other key areas 

ahead of any calls for elections. 

 

In September 2011, ZANU PF spokes-

person, Rugare Gumbo once expressed 

concern over the EU peace efforts argu-

ing that overtures for  cooperation as 

friendly fire aimed at destabilizing ZANU 

PF from within. He went on to say,  

 

“They are coming to us and 

we have no problem with co-

operation but we know what 

they are up to. They have re-

alized that the MDC that they 

were working with is useless 

and now want to effect re-

gime  change  from  within 

Zanu (PF). “ 

 

On the contrary, Secretary for Foreign 

Affairs Joey Bimha a member of Zanu-Pf 

recently  said  Zimbabwe  has  always 

been prepared to engage in dialogue 

with the EU. Zanu-Pf must be genuinely 

ready to engage the European Union 

(EU) in discussions to restore relations 

between  Harare  and  Brussels  which 

have been frosty for almost a decade.  

The United States and the EU slapped 

Zanu (PF) officials with targeted sanc-

tions  for  disregarding  human  rights, 

barring them from travelling to Europe 

or the United States except on United 

Nations business. Since the imposition 
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of the restrictions, ZANU PF has vigorously campaigned against the restrictions, re-

portedly mobilizing and in some instances forcing Zimbabweans to sign an anti- 

sanctions  petition.  The political  party has misguidedly  blamed the restrictive 

measures for the woes experienced in Zimbabwe ranging from food shortages, 

drought and recently the typhoid outbreak.  

 

What ZANU PF has failed to do is to acknowledge that the restrictive measures 

were put in place to force the Harare administration to lift the sanctions it imposed 

on its own citizens which restrict their engagement with key national processes in-

cluding elections, laws which hinder the enjoyment of fundamental freedoms and 

the disregard for the rule of law by the former ruling party and its functionaries. 

ZANU PF has also failed to acknowledge that the crisis in Zimbabwe was brought 

about by the governance deficits and illegitimacy of the Mugabe regime. The EU 

continues to take bold steps in ensuring that relations are normalized and in simi-

lar fashion, ZANU PF should take steps to ensure that relations between the politi-

cal party and citizens are regularized.  
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State in fishing expedition 

...as fresh charges are introduced against Glen View 29 

 In a desperate and predictable move, 

the state has introduced a fresh charge 

of public violence against the Glen View 

29 who are already facing charges of 

murdering police officer, Petros Mutedza 

at a Glen View bar on the 29th of May 

2011. The new charge, contained under 

Section 36 of the Criminal Law Reform 

and Codification Act, criminalises dis-

turbance of peace and carries with it a 

charge of a fine or a maximum of 10 

years in prison or both.  

Presenting an application for a three 

week postponement of trial, Defence 

Lawyer, Charles Kwaramba stated that 

the defence requires more time to con-

duct interviews with the 29 and their 

witnesses and to prepare a defence out-

line. The defence further highlighted 

that the new charge levelled against the 

29 which surfaced on the 1st of March 

when their indictment papers were filed, 

contained new issues and as such needs 

a response. The trial was supposed to 

begin today, 12 March 2012. High Court 

Judge, Justice Chinembiri Bhunu is ex-

pected to rule on the application on the 

15th of March. The defence also intends 

to submit a bail application on the same 

date for 26 of the 29 who were already 

on bail before their indictment.  

The 29, who include Zimrights National 

Programs Coordinator, Cynthia Manjoro, 
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Movement for Democratic Change 

(MDC) National Executive Member, 

Last Maengahama and MDC Youth As-

sembly President, Solomon Madzore, 

were indicted on the 1st of March for 

trial.  

According to legal experts who spoke 

to The Crisis Report, the prosecution 

added the new charge because ‘their 

murder charge contains insuffi-

cient evidence and they are sure 

they will not be able to prove that 

all 29 murdered a police officer’.  

The charge is clearly an attempt by 

the Attorney General’s office to devel-

op a fall back strategy in case the 

murder charges are dismissed by the 

courts.  

‘Murder is a difficult charge 

to prove. The prosecution 

must prove that all 29 held 

a stone and struck the po-

lice officer. If they are 

lucky, one or two will be 

convicted but if they are 

not, they are banking on the 

public violence charge to 

get a conviction using the 

same evidence. The fact is 

he died of an injury from 

one blow and as such all 29 
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cannot be convicted for murder. However, public violence is more 

practical although it is a lesser charge,’ said the legal expert.   

This is not the first time that the Attorney General’s office has ‘fished for charges’ 

against pro- democracy advocates. On the 19th of February 2011, police arrested 

International Socialist Organisation (ISO) Coordinator and University of Zimba-

bwe lecturer, Munyaradzi Gwisai and 45 others while watching a video on the 

Egyptian and Tunisian revolutions and discussing the Arab Spring under the topic, 

Revolt in Egypt and Tunisia. What lessons can be learnt by Zimbabwe and Afri-

ca.’. Initially, the 46 were charged with treason which was later dropped by the 

state. While charges were dropped for the other 40, the remaining 6 including 

Gwisai, are currently on trial facing a lesser charge of conspiracy to commit public 

violence.  
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CYNTHIA MANJORO HONOURED 

 

Zimbabwe Human Rights Association (Zimrights) National 

Programs Coordinator and pro-democracy advocate, Miss. 

Cynthia Manjoro was, on the 10th of March 2012, present-

ed with the prestigious Gertrude Mtombeni award by the 

Youth Initiative for Democracy in Zimbabwe (YIDEZ) at its 

annual Gertrude Mtombeni Memorial Lecture at Grey’s Inn, 

Bulawayo. 

 

Cynthia Manjoro pictured 

Named after the late firebrand human rights activist and trade unionist Gertrude 

Mtombeni, the award is given to a young woman who stands out and works excep-

tionally in the fight for democracy, upholding the values of the late Mtombeni. Last 

year it was won by Bulawayo-based youth activist, Helen Mpofu. Manjoro’s moth-

er, Ann Manjoro received the award on her behalf as she is currently in custody. 

Cynthia Manjoro is a former student activist who has worked with Media Institute 

of Southern Africa (MISA) Zimbabwe, Restoration of Human Rights (ROHR) Zimba-

bwe and Zimbabwe National Students Union (ZINASU). She is one of the 29 Glen 

View residents who are facing unsubstantiated charges of murdering a police of-

ficer, Petros Mutedza in Glen View last year. Manjoro spent 59 days detained at 

Chikurubi Maximum Prison where she was subjected to assaults by prison officers 

and inhumane living conditions. Following her release on bail on the 28th of July 

2011 , she was indicted on the 1st of March 2012 together with the other 28 activ-

ists and is currently held at Chikurubi Maximum Prison.  

YIDEZ described Cynthia as the face of young women fighting for democracy and 

applauded her vigilance even in the wake of arrests and torture.  
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